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“Stay-at-home order” waste generation shifts

• In USA for cities/waste haulers: 
residential waste increased 15-25%

• Commercial waste generation decreased 
16% with everyone at home and not at 
work

• This posed challenges for:
• The collection and management of waste
• Economics since commercial contracts pay 

by the ton typically and residential are long 
term set contracts
• Some companies trying to recoup money from 

local governments for rising operational costs



Reusable Policies Shifted – for now…

• Some coffee shops and grocery 
stores no longer allowed 
reusable mugs or bags

• Some policies related to bag 
regulations were paused or 
suspended

• Don’t need to be permanent 
changes
• Innovate around re-usable systems 

with commercial washing



Recycling Challenges

• Markets have been heavily impacted in 
the US
• Low oil prices have not helped
• Redemption system not required, backlog 

of redemption items
• Asking for federal relief funds

• Some recycling programs have been 
suspended
• Contamination up 40% in one location

• For the first time Consumer Brands 
Association (CBA) are talking about 
supporting a policy platform that 
includes a tax on virgin plastic



Society’s Activities = 
Waste Characteristics

• Whatever we do in our society 
translates (in terms of waste) 
to what we see in our waste 
and potentially on the ground.

• In the USA, it took only about a 
week before people were 
finding gloves and masks in 
parking lots, littered.
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Diagnostic tool for assessing 

circular materials 

management in a community. 

What is working well? Where 

can we intervene to improve 

circularity?

Circularity 

Assessment 

Protocol
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1. What is it?   
2. How did it get here?  
3. What can we do about it?



MARINE

DEBRIS TRACKER
Powered by Morgan Stanley 

Citizen Science. With the Debris Tracker app, 
anyone can categorize litter they see on the 
ground and contribute data to free online 
database showing litter around the world. 

Over 2.5 million items logged!

https://marvelapp.com/1aj17ijg/screen/50057640
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